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The Operations of the Project of Supporting Farmer Group for Continuing of
Organic Substance Utilization to Reduce Chemicals Substance in
Agriculture in Nong Saeng District of UdonThani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic circumstance of farmer
group members (2) operations of Topping up Support Project by farmer group members using organic
substance for reducing the use of agricultural chemical substance (3) problems and suggestions of farmer
group members using organic substance for reducing the use of agricultural chemical substance

Population in this study was a number of 754 members of farmer groups using organic substance
who joined the topping up support project for reducing the use of agricultural chemical substance in Nong
Saeng District, Udorn Thani Province. By simple random sampling, a number of 262 samples were selected.
Data collected was conducted by questionnaires. Data was analyzed by computer programs and statistics
employed were frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation and descriptive
statistics.

Research results were found as follows. (1) Most of the farmer group members were male with the
average age at 45.52 years.They completed higher primary level (Prathom 6) and farming was their main
occupation. Their average occupied area was 13.35 rai. Their average humber of household member was
3.51 persons having the average income 7,536 baht/month with television as media to keep up with current
news in their family and public relation tower as the community media to disseminate news. (2) Opinion of
the farmer group members towards operations of Topping up Support Project by farmer group members using
organic substance for reducing the use of agricultural chemical substance was strongly agreed at every level
namely knowledge/understanding of farmers, operation steps, personnel/staff and achievement of the
operations. (3) Their problems at medium level were group forming, participation in the Project while their
problems at low level included post-project participation and how to use. (4) Suggestions from most of them
were farmer group members should be punctual, take participation, express their views, try to explore
development guidelines for the groups together. Also it was suggested a study visit be organized for farmer
group members to learn from successful patches and observe learning centers achievements.

Keywords:  Farmer Groups Members, Organic Fertilizer, Chemical Fertilizer, Operations,
Topping up Support
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